
NGPA Meeting Minutes-June 21, 2010



June 21, 2010 Meeting via Web Conference

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

	Las Vegas
	Gardnerville
	Reno


MINUTES
1. 
Introduction of Officers and Committee Chairs
NGPA President, Kelly Thomas-Boyers introduced the officers and committee chairs.

2. 
Reports, Accomplishments, and Overview of 2010 Plan for NGPA 


 A.
Reports / Accomplishments:
· Approval of Minutes from 3/25/2010 Meeting: Fern Percheski

Motioned, Linda Nowell seconded by Jaime Weller-Lafavor, and unanimously approved.
· Membership Report / Treasurer’s Report: Brenda Griego
Current membership:  18
Current balance from application fees:  $450
A request was made for potential volunteers to chair the Membership Committee.  Pamela Kahn Vanpelt offered to co-chair the committee if another volunteer stepped forward.
· 2010-2011 Calendar
· Next meeting, Thursday Sept 23

· There will be two annual social events—one networking mixer and one event focused on community service.  A suggestion was made to contact Reno members and informal networks to determine if there is interest in having social events in northern Nevada
· Fall 2010 And Fall 2011 National Conferences: Dana Earhart
Ms. Earhart reported that information about the 2010 conference, “Treasures in the Sand,” in St. Petersburg, FL, is available on the national website, www.grantprofessionals.org 
Ms. Earhart is the local chair for the 2011conference, and is forming a committee to help obtain speakers and work on logistics.  AAGP is working collaboratively with Charity Channel on the conference.   The conference theme is still being decided upon, and the conference venue is Bally’s.
Members were instructed to let Ms. Earhart know if they are interested in being on the committee for 2011, or if they are planning to attend the 2010 conference in St. Petersburg. Those who are attending will report back on the conference at an NGPA meeting.
· LinkedIn – National & State groups for members
There are monitored Linked In groups for the national association and the local chapter.  Fern Percheski started up the local group and will send “invitations” to participate.
· Website (Brenda Griego and Phil Johncock):  Mr. Johncock had created a site called grantsnevada.com (created with Wordpress).  He will donate the site to the chapter and provide Wordpress training to anyone who is interested. 
Ms. Griego will be the website contact for now since she’s doing the communications

It was suggested that a list of open positions be sent out with descriptions of responsibilities

B.
Proposed Plans: 

· Educational programs at quarterly meetings, free for members.
Mr. Johncock is the Chair of the Education Committee and will set a framework for future educational programs with the function to be held at this meeting.  This first session will focus on certification for grant professionals.
· Two annual social events – one networking mixer, and one event focused on community service :  
· Networking mixer to be in later October
· Community service:  will help us get exposure 

· Call for Volunteers: Membership, Education, Communications, Website Management and 2011 conference
Several suggestions were made regarding volunteers, considering the size of current membership. These included:

· Initially form only three committees:  One- Membership and education; One- communications and website management; and one for 2011 conference
· Keep membership separate and consider attaching education to the conference

· Structure the committees as “informal” to allow for participation by members as needed and warranted for specific activities

Ms. Boyers mentioned that the first group may serve the rest of this year and then a full year.  She agreed to get the committee names and descriptions out to the group via email
3.
Introductions and Focused Discussion
All present introduced themselves.  The focused discussion was partially combined with the above agenda items.  Attendees were asked to submit any comments or questions on the discussion forms to be turned in at the end of the meeting.
4. 
Educational program: Grant Certification Framework & Success Story
Mr. Johncock presented an educational program on the Grant Certification Framework.  He asked attendees to get additional questions to him so that he can ask a GPCI representative to respond. He announced that he will soon be interviewing five authors of the study guide.  Slides from the presentation are attached to these minutes.

There was time to answer a few questions:

 How do you document your eligibility to take the exam?

Ms. Henderson, a Certified Grant Professional, mentioned that she was provided an application by GPCI which asked for detailed information.  She stated that the website provides additional information on documentation of eligibility: http://www.grantcredential.org/ 
There are many certifications for grant professionals; how do we know that this is THE one to get?
Response (Phil Johncock):
· It is the only authoritatively measured certification where the competencies were developed by peers
· It has a separate validating body

· It has the largest national acceptance/recognition
· It’s important to look at each of the certification entities individually, and compare them.  Additional information regarding the validity of the GPCI credential is available on the website

Mr. Johncock proposed to offer an on-line course (taught by Top Certified CGPs)--  initially in Nevada with a significant discount.  The course could provide a partial revenue stream for NGPA and the program could be rolled out to other states after Nevada.  He asked for individuals to indicate their interest and any questions they might have on the evaluation form.

Participants were asked to complete evaluation forms and turn them in on their way out.
5. 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:56 pm

Next Meeting:  Thursday, September 23, 2010 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Fern C. Percheski, MBA, CPHQ

NGPA Secretary
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